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F.B.H. Doncaster Conference and June I.H.S. Reptile Expo
What You Missed
3:00am Saturday 24th June 2017
Bleary eyed and half asleep still, having just finished checking we have
everything we need, we make our way out to the hired minibus with boxes of
stock, banners, food, changes of clothes and anything else we will need for
the weekend ahead.
Getting into the minibus we take our seats, say hello to Mick, Pat and Ethan
then buckle up. Once everyone else is picked up and everything is loaded, we
were off to Doncaster and with Mick in the driver’s seat we knew the journey
would be good. We arrived at Doncaster Racecourse by 9am and after some
wrangling about parking, we got off the minibus and made our way to the
conference room.
Dave Perry (of Peregrine Livefoods) took to the floor to introduce Chris
Newman (Chairman of the FBH) for his opening talk to bring everyone up to
date to the political machinations happening at the moment and what to
expect going forward.
The biggest announcement of the day is a joint statement from the F.B.H. and
the I.H.S. regarding genetic morphs to be prohibited from sale at all FBH and
IHS events from 2018.
The statement read:
The I.H.S. & the F.B.H. have made a decision that from 2018 we will not be
allowing Spider Royal Pythons, Jaguar Carpet Pythons and Enigma Leopard
Geckos to be offered for sale or collection at any I.H.S. or F.B.H. event that
may take place, we have looked at depth into the concerns that have been
brought to our attention concerning the genetic issues of these animals, and
that in turn has brought us to this decision, we will allow them to be passed
on at the remaining events this year but only if they are deemed suitable by
the vets on the day of each event, any animal deemed not to be suitable for
sale must be taken to the Crèche and left there until the end of the event.

Richard Brook – I.H.S. Event Organiser

This announcement was met with overwhelming positivity and agreement.
The next talk was by Mary Pinborough, co-owner of Pinmoore Labs, who gave a presentation on what it
is like to be an Animal Lab Tech at her lab, filled with great facts, funny moments and some great
realisations about the work that they do. We are trying hard to arrange a talk and presentation from
Mary in the near future.

The next presentation was from Tariq Abou-Zahr, a Vet who helps to police the shows and ensure animal
welfare throughout the day. He gave a presentation on the types of things he encounters at the Vet
practice where he works in regards to exotics. He pointed out how much easier it is to find an Exotic Vet
now with most people being within 20 miles of one, and that you can now search for an Exotic Vet by
visiting the ARAV or BVZS websites. He went onto say that more than 75% of the cases that he deals with
at the practice are due to bad husbandry which shocked a lot of people, given what we know.
Throughout his presentation he covered many things including a new procedure for sexing Blue Tongued
Skinks using a procedure called ‘Contrast Radiographic Sexing’ which is achieved by administering a dye
via catheter to the genital area and then X-raying. Tariq finished with a series of case studies
demonstrating how important testing can be when an animal comes in as you can start out believing
they are suffering from one thing, but end up treating for something completely different.

After lunch the next speaker had not yet arrived so Chris Newman, ever the professional, gave an
impromptu presentation on the National Centre for Reptile Welfare at Hadlow College. After a brief
outline of the history of the project of the last 2 years up until now, Chris announced it would be called
the National Centre for Reptile Welfare.
Pets at Home had kindly donated £350,000 worth of vivariums and equipment to the centre as they
were reducing the reptiles in their own shops and Casco - who built the vivariums - volunteered to install
and setup up the units. VetArk generously sponsored the Triage room and all supplies needed for it.
Despite all of this generosity, Chris announced that after the first year funding would become a
challenge and that thinking of what other charities do they would ask people for a monthly donation to
help support the centre. This was met with great enthusiasm and positivity, with most people saying that
they would be more than happy to donate and support the cause.
Chris also outlined a position that he wanted the centre, unlike many other re-homing centres which put
out a much more bleak picture, Chris wanted this to be a great positive for the hobby and to show via
the centre that re-homing is an inevitable part of pet ownership and should be treated positively and
thought of in that way, rather than that every animal had been cruelly abandoned.

Coming back in there was a top table in a ‘Question Time’ set up, with Chris Newman, Peter Rice, Tariq
Abou-Zahr, Jon Coote, Mary Pinborough and the Head of OATA (the Ornamental Aquatic Trade
Association) and chaired by Dave ‘Dimble’Perry.
-

Lee

Here we have the first ever piece from our longest joined member, Glenda on the
history of our dear club! Please enjoy 

What a surprise I got at the June meeting. I never expected such a fuss to be made of my 25 years as a
member. You were all so kind so the least I can do is do a bit for the newsletter giving a bit of a history
of the club as I’m the only one left from the early days. So let’s go back 25 years. There used to be a
show at Ardingly called Zoologica run by a top exotic species keeper called Clinton Keeling who some
of you might remember. The show was basically lots of people who kept many different species
exhibiting them. Sadly it is long gone as is Clinton.

Well 25 years ago I went along and while I was wandering round I saw a tent with a sign saying East
Sussex Herpetological Society. There were just two people with about half a dozen different snakes.
However one of them was George and he had a sign saying he had baby Corn Snakes for sale. I had
always wanted a snake, so I joined the club straight away and the next week went round to George’s
house to collect this tiny little Carolina Corn Snake who I named Kellogg. I was now a club member
and keen to go to meetings and learn.

The meetings were in the front room of Mike, and attended by the members, Mike, George, Nick and I
think Phil. I don’t remember exactly where he lived but I so remember the large normal colour
Burmese Python called Painted Worm, who also attended the meetings. Sometimes we went to Nick’s
place instead and amongst his collection was an old Corn also called Kellogg so I had not been so
clever with the name. Time passed and we collected more members, front rooms got crowded and we
needed a hall. We hired the hall at Westham near Pevensey for the 1st Wednesday of every month.
More and more people joined, including a rather important one to us now, called Dave. Yes, he has
been around nearly as long as me, he will know the date I hope as I can’t remember and he deserves
at least as much fuss as I got when he reaches his 25 years.

Anyway during the incoming of members somehow the original ones seemed to disappear though
sadly Phil died. We now had a very good chairman Peter and a strong committee and we were doing
shows, lots of them and big ones to. Each year we had a stall at the Smallholders show at Ardingly.
Then there was Drusilla’s. Peter and his wife Sandy had a son who was a keeper there and it was
arranged for us to do shows there twice a year. The club was now called the East Sussex Reptile and
Amphibian Society, a longer name but easier for the public to understand.

Things were great; we had lots and lots of members including a lot of youngsters. However the hall
became a bit of a problem as we were not supposed to use outside and the kids loved to run round
outside in the summer evenings. We also wanted to have barbeques which was not allowed. So the
committee started looking for another venue.

Peter suggested the hall where we are now and we all agreed it would fit the bill. Just as the move
took place Peter sadly died. It left a great hole in the club but we carried on. However we were
shrinking again. Some of the members had left when we moved as they did not find the Falmer
convenient. Then the remaining members seemed to get rather clique, which put off new members.
Then one AGM the remaining committee led by Steve informed us that the club was closing down!
Those of us who had been around a long time were shocked not to say angry and two quite new
members Mat and Darren said they would form a new committee with Dave as chairman. A few
others joined them and to make up numbers I joined as well. It all got a bit messy but let’s forget
about that because it worked and we survived. Things started getting better.
No more Drusilla’s sadly and no more Ardingly, but we started doing shows again. Lee and his family
joined and lots of other really keen and friendly folk. Mat moved on but Darren still has contact. I left
the committee as traveling the distance to committee meetings was never convenient, and I knew the
club was now in safe hands.
So here we are in present day. I think the club is probably the best it has been with a strong group of
organisers in our committee Dave, Lee, Lisa, Beth, Dan, Pat, Mick, Shirley and Dougal (sorry if I forget
any names). We do lots more shows and just as important, we are really friendly, loving bunch!
-

Glenda

Thank you very much for your article and congratulations again to our most
dedicated and beloved member, Glenda! Here’s to many more years of membership.
If you would like to follow in Glenda’s footsteps and write a piece for the community newsletter, please feel
free to do so! All pieces are accepted, from stories, anecdotes, drawings and comics, and much more. Please
email them to rubytuesday98@hotmail.com or esras.uk@gmail.com, or present them to me at the meetings
beforehand 

